
 Australian Journal of Adult Learning - Notes for Intending Contributors 
 
1. Papers are to be submitted online via the AJAL submission area on the AJAL website 

www.ajal.net.au. The paper should include up to 6 Keywords, and have any author-identifying 
comments or references removed. 
  

2. Please adhere to the Referencing style outlined below prior to submitting your article as this will 
save time for editorial staff, reviewers and authors. 

 
3. AJAL publishes papers in two main sections – blind peer-reviewed articles that draw on research, 

historical examination and/or theoretical insights and contributions; and a non-refereed section, 
which aims to help practitioners reflect on their fields of practice, policy, improve teaching and 
learning and so on. These articles tend to be shorter and developmental. Articles that are more 
appropriate for the refereed section will not be considered for the non-refereed section. Authors 
should indicate in which section they want their paper to appear. Articles submitted for the 
refereed section will be sent to two referees for blind peer-review and feedback from the refereeing 
process returned to the authors. In addition the Journal publishes book reviews, and from time to 
time special sections devoted to a theme or historical event. 

 
4. Refereed papers should generally not exceed 6,000 words in length.  
 
5. Authors are also to submit, separately from the paper: 

a. the title of the article (repeated), names(s) of the author(s) and your institutional 
affiliation(s); 

b. an abstract of between 150-200 words; 
c. a five-line biographical note on present position and any information of special relevance 

such as research interests; 
d. complete contact details, including postal and email addresses, and telephone and fax 

numbers; and 
e. a clear indication of whether you want your paper to be refereed (that is, blind peer 

reviewed by at least two specialist reviewers from Australia and/or overseas) - if there is 
no indication, the paper will be considered as a non-refereed contribution. 

 
6. Any complex tables, figures and diagrams are to be supplied in camera-ready copy, in a separate file 

with an indication of the appropriate location in the text. 
 
7. Authors are to follow the style outlined below. 
 
8. Footnotes should be avoided, however if they are used they should be included as Endnotes after 

the text and before the References.  
 
9. AJAL uses Australian-English for spelling. That is, use centre and metre, not center and meter; 

organise and organisation not organize and organization; ageing not aging; program not 
programme; favour and labour not favor and labor, and so on.  
 

10. Numbers in text should take the following forms: 300, 3,000, 30,000. Spell out numbers under 10 
unless used with a unit of measure, e.g. nine pupils but 9 cm or 9 percent. For decimals, use the 
form 0.05, not .05. 

 
11. In-text references should be indicated with the author(s), the year of publication and pagination, 

where necessary, in parentheses; for example, Jones (1998), or (Collins, 1999:101).  
 
12. References are listed in full at the conclusion of the paper and after any Acknowledgements or 

Endnotes, for example: 

http://www.ajal.net.au


f. for books: Newman, M. (2006) Teaching Defiance: stories and strategies for activist educators: 
a book written in wartime, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

g. for articles: Foley, H. & Grace, L. (2009) 'Water, weeds and autumn leaves: learning to 
be drier in the Alpine region’, in Australian Journal of Adult Learning, 49: 3, November, 
451-471. 

h. for chapters: Fenwick, T. & Tennant, M. (2004) 'Understanding adult learners’ in G. 
Foley (ed.) Dimensions of adult learning: adult education and training in a global era, Crows 
Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 55-73. 

i. for websites: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (2011) 
UNESCO and Education: Everyone has the right to education, viewed 18 January 2013, 
<http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002127/212715e.pdf>. 

j. for newspapers or magazines: Author(s) (Year) ‘Title of article’, Newspaper or magazine 
title, Issue date (day month), page number/s of the article. <and weblink if accessed 
online> 

 
13. Papers are accepted on the understanding that they are not being considered for publication 

elsewhere. Authors of main papers accepted for publication in the Journal will receive one copy of 
the Journal and a .pdf of their paper. Other authors will receive a .pdf of their contribution. 

 
14. Brief research reports and book reviews (of approximately 800 words) relating to adult and 

community education are welcomed. 
 
15. Some issues of the Journal are thematic. While papers published in a particular issue are not 

restricted to the theme, intending contributors are encouraged to submit papers on themes 
announced from time to time. 

 
 

Further information about possible articles can be addressed to the Editor,  
Dr Tony Brown,  
Faculty of Education, Science, Maths & Technology,  
University of Canberra,  
BRUCE ACT 2617,  
Australia.  
tel: +61 2 6206 8311.  
e: tony.brown@canberra.edu.au. 

 
 


